Lectionary and Prayers of the People
Dear Friends of the Diocese of Washington,
In our time of political polarization and rising societal anger, we long for another way to relate to one
another. Out of that holy longing, I invite you to join a national movement called the BE Campaign to help
make our communities a bit more like the Kingdom of God.
We and other Episcopal dioceses around the country are partnering with Church of the Resurrection and
other United Methodist churches in dedicating the month of October ( 5 weeks leading up to the national
election) to the simple, yet profound teaching of the prophet Micah who, in a time not unlike our own in
700 BCE, asked the question: “What does the Lord require of us?” His answer: “Do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with God.”
We believe that we can love our neighbors and recover and reclaim these three essential practices. In this
series, members of our congregations will be invited to reflect on five spiritual themes and to share them
with their communities:
Be just.
Be kind.
Be humble.
Love your neighbor.
The Intersection of Religion and Politics.
Here you will find an alternative Sunday lectionary that highlights each theme, along with suggested Prayers
of the People. By mid-August, look for a dedicated page on the EDOW website in English and in Spanish
for the BE Campaign, which will include this lectionary and other materials, including graphics available free
of charge from Church of the Resurrection, that can be adapted for your use. We’ll also have learning
opportunities and suggested ways to BE engaged across differences with love and conviction.
This is a voluntary effort–all are invited to participate as you feel called. I will be using this lectionary and its
themes in my preaching in October. Washington National Cathedral will also dedicate Sunday mornings in
October to the BE campaign.
May we all be just, kind, and humble.
Faithfully,
Bishop Mariann

Week of October 2: BE just
The Collect
Three options for the Collect of the Day are offered. The first is the Proper of each Sunday; the second is a simplified version of
that Collect written by Sue Carroll, St. Dunstan’s, Bethesda, MD; and the third is from among the Collects in the Book of
Common Prayer 1979 chosen based on the theme of the day.
Collect for Proper 22
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we
either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Or, Paraphrase of Collect for Proper 22
Holy God, you are always ready to hear us but we are often slow to pray. You offer us more than we know
to ask for. Help us to turn to your abundant presence. Help us to know we are forgiven and loved, as you
taught us through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Or,
Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make
no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the
maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen. (Collect for Social Justice, Book of Common Prayer, 260)

The Readings
Micah 6:6-8
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him
with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Psalm 99:1-5
The LORD is King; let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
The LORD is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.
Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
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he is the Holy One.
"O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.
James 2:14-17
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save
you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by
itself, if it has no works, is dead.
Luke 4:16-21
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day,
as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed
on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
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Week of October 9: BE kind
The Collect
Collect for Proper 23
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
Or. Paraphrase of Collect for Proper 23
O Lord, light our path with your grace and love, so that we may always do the loving thing. We ask in Jesus'
name. Amen.
Or,
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and
govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Proper 7,
Book of Common Prayer, 230)

The Readings
1 Kings 17:8-16
Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon and stay there.
I have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the
town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little
water in a jar so I may have a drink?” As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of
bread.” “As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of
flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for
myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.” Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as
you have said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then
make something for yourself and your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of
flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the
land.’” She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the
woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping
with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.
Psalm 103:1-13
Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.
He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;
He redeems your life from the grave *
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and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.
The LORD executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.
He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.
The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.
As a father cares for his children, *
so does the LORD care for those who fear him.
Colossians 3:12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
Matthew 20:29-34
As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. There were two blind men sitting by the roadside.
When they heard that Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” The
crowd sternly ordered them to be quiet, but they shouted even more loudly, “Have mercy on us, Lord, Son
of David!” Jesus stood still and called them, saying, “What do you want me to do for you?” They said to
him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they
regained their sight and followed him.
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Week of October 16: BE humble.
The Collect
Collect for Proper 24
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the
works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the
confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Or, Paraphrase of Collect for Proper 24
Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you showed your love for the whole world. We pray that your Church may
show that same love to all, in steadfast faith. Amen.
Or,
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant
that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Of the
Incarnation, Book of Common Prayer, 252)

The Readings
Genesis 33:1-12
Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided the children
among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. He put the maids with their children in front, then Leah with
her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. He himself went on ahead of them, bowing himself to the
ground seven times, until he came near his brother. But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell
on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he said,
“Who are these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.” Then
the maids drew near, they and their children, and bowed down; Leah likewise and her children drew near
and bowed down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. Esau said, “What do you
mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor with my lord.” But Esau said, “I have
enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” Jacob said, “No, please; if I find favor with you, then
accept my present from my hand; for truly to see your face is like seeing the face of God—since you have
received me with such favor. Please accept my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously
with me, and because I have everything I want.” So he urged him, and he took it. Then Esau said, “Let us
journey on our way, and I will go alongside you.”
Psalm 131
O LORD, I am not proud; *
I have no haughty looks.
I do not occupy myself with great matters, *
or with things that are too hard for me.
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But I still my soul and make it quiet, like a child upon its mother's breast; *
my soul is quieted within me.
O Israel, wait upon the LORD, *
from this time forth for evermore.
Romans 12:3, 9-18
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
John 13:3-17
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was
tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus
answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You
will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had
washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I
have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are
blessed if you do them.
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Week of October 23: Love your neighbor
The Collect
Collect for Proper 25
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain
what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Or, Paraphrase of Collect for Proper 25
O God, you have given us gifts of faith, hope and charity. Help us to use those gifts as you intended: to love
all your world. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Or,
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the
grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another
with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Collect for Proper 9, Book of Common Prayer, 230)

The Readings
Ruth 1:1-8
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah
went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and
the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But
Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the
name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years,
both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.
Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the
country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the
place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to
the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s
house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.
Psalm 133
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!
It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,
Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
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It is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.
I Corinthians 13:1-8a
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and
if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is
kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable
or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.
Luke 10:25-37
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said
to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” But
wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went
away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the
other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them
to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you
spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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Week of October 30: Intersection of Religion and Politics
The Collect
Collect for Proper 26
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and laudable
service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Or, Paraphrase of Collect for Proper 26
Almighty God, we can serve you only because you help us do so. We pray that we will not weaken or
stumble. We long to be who you created us to be, in Christ our Lord. Amen.
Or,
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and
in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may
use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Collect for the Nation, Book of Common
Prayer, 258)

The Readings
Isaiah 65:17-25
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come
to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days,
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a
youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit
them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not
plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long
enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be
offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are
yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but
the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.
Psalm 126
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, *
"The LORD has done great things for them."
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The LORD has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
Ephesians 2:13-22
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us
have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens
with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for
God.
Matthew 5:43-48
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors
do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not
even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
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Prayers of the People
Intended to be used each week.
The Deacon begins by offering the following
God has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to
love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:8
Let us, in this season of national preparation, offer our prayers and thanksgiving to Almighty God who calls
us to dwell together in unity..
Let us pray: Christ our Light.
People Shine in our hearts.
The petitions can be prayed by one voice or the suggested two.
Voice 1
You who framed the brightness of the first light in creation; dispel the arrogance,
animosity and anger that shatters the unity of your holy Church.
Voice 2
Fill your faithful people with the radiant light of truth, that we may be made one in
faith, hope and love.
Silence
Voice 2
Christ our light.
People Shine in our hearts.
Voice 1
You who delivered your people from the misery of bondage in slavery to the land of
promise; set us free us from enslavement to division, disunity and distrust in our public life and
labor.
Voice 2
Illumine those in authority with the light of vision, that they may lead the peoples of
the nations to greater unity and concord.
Silence
Voice 2
Christ our light.
People Shine in our hearts..
Voice 1
You who patterned the stars and called the sun into being, who appointed the moon
and chartered the cosmos.
Voice 2
Pattern the hearts of people everywhere to see in each other the beauty of the
universe and the splendor of creation, that divisions of race, class, gender and ethnicity may
dissolve into one common humanity.
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Silence
Voice 2
Christ our light.
People Shine in our hearts.
Voice 1
You who delight in the complexity of creation and the splendor of each creature;
help us to delight in the diversity of the earth our island home.
Voice 2
Inspire your people to care for the earth and its creatures and repent and return
when we abuse, misuse and neglect our fellow creatures.
Silence
Voice 2
Christ our light.
People Shine in our hearts.
Voice 1
You who call us into relationship with you and one another; renew our hearts to be
people of community.
Voice 2
Knit us together to listen respectfully to one another so that all might glorify you by
using our various gifts to raise up those most in need in our neighborhoods.
Silence
Voice 2
Christ our light.
People Shine in our hearts.
Voice 1
You who shower comfort and hope to the lowest, the lost and the least; help us to
be your compassion and hope in the world.
Voice 2
Shower the light of compassion on the sick, the sorrowful and the suffering,
especially those we now name [______].
Silence
Voice 2
Christ our light.
People Shine in our hearts.
Voice 1
You who welcome into the brilliant light of eternity the souls of those who have
died; welcome those whose lives have been cut short by violence, warfare, and strife.
Voice 2
Shine the light of hope on our faithful dead, especially those we now name [______].
Silence
Voice 2

Christ our light.
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People Shine in our hearts.

Concluding Collect:
Presider
Just and compassionate God, you walk with your people in humility and compassion
in times of trial. You call us to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with You and each
other. Set us free from the rancor of division and distrust that infect our hearts and fracture our
nation; that following the Way of Jesus we may cast out fear; all for your love’s sake. Amen.
Written by The Rt. Rev. Deon K. Johnson, Adapted.
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